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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § J 02 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 10 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Morinaga 
(JP 06-243562 A). 

As per claim 10, Morinaga (JP 06-243562 A) discloses an optical disk drive for driving 
an optical disk (12), wherein the optical disk (12) has a center hole, the optical disk drive 
comprising: a base (e.g., 7) for holding the optical disk (12); a protrusion (3) protruding out 
from the base (7) that extends through the center hole of the optical disk (12) when carrying the 
optical disk (12); and at least one hook (1 1) slidably installed on the protrusion (3), wherein 
when the disk drive stops, the hook (1 1) is retracted to within the edge of the protrusion (3) (due 
to elastic means (13)) and when disk (12) is rotated up to a predetermined speed, the hook (11) 
extends out from the edge of the protrusion (3) to hook the optical disk (12). 
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As per claim 1 3, wherein in high-speed rotation, the hook (11) slides and extends out to 
hook the optical disk (1 2) by the centrifugal force obtained by the rotation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morinaga (JP 06- 
243562 A). 

See the description of Morinaga (JP 06-243562 A), supra. 

With regard to claim 14, Morinaga (JP 06-243562 A) does not expressly disclose wherein 
the base is a tray slidably installed in the housing of a disk drive. 

Official notice is taken that disk trays for slidably moving into and out of a disk device 
are notoriously old and well known and ubiquitous in the art; such Officially noticed fact being 
capable of instant and unquestionable demonstration as being well-known. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have provided the disk chuck mechanism of Morinaga (JP 06-243562 A) as being 
applicable to a conventional disk device with a slidable tray. 

The rationale is as follows: one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to have 
provided the disk chuck mechanism of Morinaga (JP 06-243562 A) as being applicable to a 
conventional disk device with a slidable tray in order to prevent a disk from springing out of a 
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conventional disk tray while still rotating at a predetermined speed, in the manner taught and 
suggested by Morinaga (JP 06-243562 A). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 6 5 8 and 9 are allowed. 

Claims 1 1 and 12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

* 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William J. Klimowicz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7577. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (6:30AM-5 :00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Thi Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7579. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

William J. Mlimowfcz 
Primary Examiner 
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